KKCi:..  V ■f» 

-S  SEP  195/ 


yi  rrtsLTK 


A.r 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

HEALTH 

of  the 

CWMBRAN  URBAN  DISTRICT 

For  the  year  1956 

h 

EVELYN  D.  OWEN 

M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
including  the 

REPORT 

of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR 


E.  Chas.  Price  & Sons  Ltd.  Cwmbran,  Mon. 


THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
OF  CWMBRAN. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 
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To  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CWMBRAN 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1956,  as  the  Medical 
Officer  lof  Health  for  your  District.  It  is  drawn  up  according  to 
the  directions  of  the  Ministry'  of  Health  and  includes  the  Report 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

STATWTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  5)^50 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population  mid-ig56  ...  ...  18,260 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  tend  of  1956) 
according  to  the  Rate  Books  ...  51^32 

Rateable  Value  1/4/56  ...  £i54i905 

iSum  represented  by  penny  rate  . . . 

The  increase  in  population  has  followed  the  same  pattern 
as  in  recent  years,  being  something  over  one  thousand  in  the 
year,  so  that  in  the  past  few  years  the  total  increase  has  been  by 
nearly  five  thousand,  from  13,460  in  1952  to  18,260  in  1956.  It  is 
very  gratifying  to  observe  that  the  new  growth  is  a vigorous  one 
showing  a good  statistical  table.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures 
which  follow  that  in  1956  the  birth  rate  was  higher  and  the  death 
rate  was  lower  than  In  either  Monmouthshire  or  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole.  Also  the  still  birth  rate  and  the  infant  mortality 
were  lower  than  in  the  County'  or  in  the  Country  at  large  and 
there  was  no  maternal  mortality. 


As  in  other  years  most  deaths  were  due  to  diseases  of  the 
heart  and'  blood  vessels.  Five  of  the  eight  deaths  of  males  attri- 
buted to  cancer  were  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi.  In 
view  of  the  accumulative  evidence  of  the  association  of  smoking 
with  this  disease,  it  is  of  interest  that  four  of  these  men  are  said 
to  have  been  heavy  smokers  of  cigarettes  and  the  fifth  is  described 
as  having  been  a moderate  to  heavy  cigarette  smoker. 

No  female  death  was  attributed  to  cancer  of  the  lungs  or 

bronchi. 

During  the  year  the  Development  Corporation  began 
developing  the  New  Town  Centre,  in  addition  to  extensive 
building  in  Croesyceiliog — the  part  of  the  New  Town  which  lies 
outside  the  Cwmbran  Urban  District. 

•Although  a New  junior  Mixed  School  had  been  opened  in 
Pontnewydd  in  1955,  the  available  accommodation  for  school 
children  was  still  inadequate  and  various  rooms  and  halls  in  the 
district  were  continuing  to  be  used  as  make  shift  classrooms. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  anticipated  that  the  school  being 
built  at  Llantarnam  would  soon  be  ready  to  relieve  the  congestion. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births. 


MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate  ...  221 

209 

430 

Illegitimate  ...  4 

3 

7 

Total  ...  225 

212 

437 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
Resident  Population 

Estimated 

19.86 

In  Monmouthshire 

16.76 

In  England  and  Wales,  1956 

... 

15.7 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Births  ...  6 

— 

6 

Rate  per  1,000  of  Estimated  Population  0.328 
In  Monmouthshire  ...  ...  0.51 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  & Still  Births  13.55 
In  Monmouthshire  ...  ...  29.7 

In  England  & Wales  ..  ...  23.0 


2 


MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Deaths  ...  95  58  153 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated 
Population  ...  ...  1 ^ .39 

In  Monmouthshire  ...  ...  11.96 

In  England  & Wales  ...  ...  11.7 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


There  were  no  de«aths  attributed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth 
or  abortion. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Total 


(Live  & Still)  Births  Nil 

In  Monmouthshire  ...  ...  1.07 

In  England  & Wales  ...  ...  0.56 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

3 H 7 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  i year  of 

age  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  16.02 

In  Monmouthshire  ...  ...  28.96 

In  England  & Wales  ...  . 23.8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

325 

Neo  Natal  Death  Rate  (i.e.  Death  Rate  of 
Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  per  1,000 
related  Live  Births)  ...  ...  1 1 .44 

In  Monmouthshire  ...  ..  19-92 

In  England  & Wales  ...  ...  16.90 


AGES  AND  CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

UNDER  4 WKS. 

4 WKSyi  YR. 

Prematurity 

2 

— 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

I 

I 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  ... 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

Castro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

Atelectasis 

2 

— 

Accident 

— 

I 

Other  Causes 

— 

— 

.s 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


• 

M F 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ...  ...  i — 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  — — 

Syphilitic  Disease  ...  ...  i — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  — — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  — — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  — — 

Measles  ...  ...  — — 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ...  — 


Cancer  (including  lungs  and  bronchi,  5 males)  ...  8 12 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  2 — 

Diabetes  ...  ...  — — 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  ...  13  6 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ...  21  3 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  3 i 

Other  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  20  22 

Influenza  ...  ...  — 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  3 i 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  2 i 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiraitory  System  ...  — i 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  3 — 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ...  ...  — — 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ...  2 — 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  ...  2 — 

Pregnancy  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  ...  — — 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ...  i 3 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ...  12  3 

Motor  V’ehicle  Accidents  ...  ...  — i 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  ...  i 2 

V’iolence  ...  ...  — 2 


Total  95  58 

In  the  figures  given  in  the  foregoing  tables  the  compara- 
bility factors  for  the  district  as  supplied  by  th^  Registrar  General 
{0.83  for  births  and  1,36  for  deaths)  have  been  used. 

These  factors  take  into  account  the  way  the  population 
of  the  area  is  constituted  by  sex,  age,  etc.,  and  are  used  to 


4 


.1.1  A lAOH  l liilTAaa 


•I  R .. 

I 

I 


£l  H 

— c 

d f,j 

t 

» F. 

££  os; 

t £ 

t i'. 

I 


— & 

— . ^ 

f.  » 

£ . 

I 

« ( 

a 


8?,  ?,Q 


• ■•  > 

:.,  v >oJiniq«»>i  ,.:H«oi«:JVjdu  i 

,;.  ' ...  <!..4ohnnsjdu'l  :•>  tWH/'i  i 

'•...  -,r^ (S  t "SfiTtietq 

• # # • * < ' , 

dJinO-'J  ’gniqwia  v^ 
hiliid'rrnnjioH 

...  ..  dvU*?!’'. 

. KKuatl^i  'i£i.'..(.ic^i  UnF»  KtikjO 

: {zrtl‘Stn  2 ,iitoiKn<l  Lm;  ’^Tiilujotu)  "vr^njO 

...  ...  ' ' 

...  . . nytii'-i?,  f.vo'/'rsyi  to  .Jur.-  'Kl  teli; 

iji»3inA  vi  i 

. ...  ?>«R*jbitiQ  nnnH  ftthw  .'niiiiivn -tc' 

..  / : Ic.lu'rjr')  bfl« 

...  • • K.sTj'is.Pi' i 

r.jnonwj^'^ 

vyo'nvfjJ^Sl  *nlt  >»  «!V<sr»erO  ro  ' ’> 

. mun  »lHnKl  ^o  d vKmoJP  3Hi  1o  J 

^^iacntkj-^'/  Ixjo  aiihdo'''"'. 

1<> 

...  «fTni/crn*u>}tnM 

b'Vifl'ib-Kl  bnn  trwiSMl  r»(i:v>  1 
...  9t(v*brjo/\  olo^cfyV  fojntA. 

i;JnabiDoA  -wiftO  II/.' 5 

...  .,  n 


•r.‘i«qrrKn  !»rfi  a‘ifd*;1  ^niogjnol  “ytii  ni  ns'/iy  oHj  n!  ^ 

'tm.'iiiysM  >ftt  yd  botI<|qiw  Hi*,  ttshtrih  swl<  <*'wTfJu.'3^  vJ'*  '' 
.M«Mf  f!*Ml  *)rKrl  fed  0{,  i bf?c  lo^  f 

ripilftit/qtiq  rsflt  VKvr  sril  tmmoofi  otni  ‘sjifi?  ,',toJ;>b1  i 
(At  bi^u  *i«  hnfi  ,.oJa  ,a»3  vd  Mtulltenoo  «i  fi  jTf. 

► ' \ 


• l/J  t*  * 


adjust  the  crude  rates  given  by  the  actual  numbers  of  births  to 
obtain  corrected  rates  which  can  then  be  compared  with  those  of 
other  areas,  or  the  country  as  a whole. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Public  Health  Officers  The  Staft  consisted  of : — 

(a)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  M.O.H. 

for  the  Caerleon  Urban  District  Council  and  Medical 

. Officer  for  the  No.  8 Health  Area  of  the  County  Council 

and 

(b)  The  Public  HeaJth  Inspector,  Mr.  O.  J.  R.  Pruden, 

A.R.S.H.  M.P.H.l.A. 

COMMITTEES 

The  Committees  concerned  with  Public  Health  matters 
are  : — 

(a)  1 he  Public  Health  Committee,  and 

(b)  The,  Waterworks  Committee 

Each  of  these  Committees  is  composed  of  all  the  members 
of  the  Council  Sitting  under  its  own  Chairman.  These  two 
Committees  between  them,  deal  with  all  matters  of  public  health 
with  the  exception  of  housiing, which  is  dealt  with  by  the  Council 
direct. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

(i)  The  Water  Supply  is  gathered  from  mountain  streams 
and  springs  into  your  own  reservoir  at  Blaen  Bran,  augmented 
by  bulk  supplies  from  Newport  Corporation.  Both  supplies  are 
filtered,  chemically  treated  and  chlorinated  before  distribution 
and  on  bacteriological  examination  have  been  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. The  Council  is  becoming  increasingly  dependant  on 
the  bulk  water  supplies  from  Newport  Corporation. 

All  houses  within  the  built  up  area  are  provided  with  a 
piped  water  supply,  but  there  still  remain  isolated  houses  in  the 
rural  part  of  the  area  which  derive  their  water  supply  from  wells, 
etc.  Samples  have  been  taken  and  subjected  to  bacteriological 
examination. 
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February  1956,  was  a particularly  dry  month  and  only  i" 
of  rain  was  recorded.  The  storage  in  the  Council’s  Blaen  Bran 
Reservoir  diminished  rapidly  and  on  the  i8th  March  it  was 
necessary  to  bring  into  operation  the  emergency  pumping  supply 
from  the  Cwmbran  Colliery  Adit.  The  position  continued  to 
worsen  and  in  the  beginning  of  May  the  Council  were  obliged  to 
curtail  the  water  supply  to  large  parts  of  the  district,  supplies 
being  shut  off  between  the  hours  of  4-0  p.m.  and  7-0  a.m.  each 
day  Arrangements  were  made,  after  consultations  with  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  to  construct  and 
bring  into  operation  a further  temporary  pumping  supply  which 
would  pump  water  from  the  Newport  Talybont  water  main  direct 
into  the  Council’s  distribution  system.  This  supply,  which  be- 
came known  as  the  Grange  Road  Emergency  Pumping  Scheme, 
was  completed  and  brought  into  operation  on  the  loth  June,  1956, 
and  resulted  in  an  additional  supply  of  upwards  of  300,000  gallons 
per  day  being  available.  This  enabled  the  restrictions  to  be 
relaxed  and  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  the  whole  district 
has  since  been  maintained. 

During  the  year,  contracts  were  entered  into  for  the  ex- 
tension to  the  Filter  House  and  the  construction  of  the  li  million 
gallon  service  reservoir  at  Upper  Cwmbran.  At  the  end  of  the 
year,  work  was  well  advanced  on  both  these  projects.  It  was 
intended  to  invite  tenders  for  the  construction  of  the  proposed 
Grange  Road  Pumping  Station  early  in  1957. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Additional  properties  at  Upper  Cwmbran  were  connected 
to  the  recently  constructed  Upper  Cwmbran  Sewer,  including 
the  Upper  Cwmbran  Infants  and  Junior  Schools.  Investigations 
were  commenced  regarding  the  sewering  of  the  Square,  Upper 
Cwmbran,  and  also  regarding  the  provision  of  a new  redef 
sewei  to  alleviate  flooding  which  occurs  periodically  in  the 
vicinity  of  "The  Meads’’,  Newport  Road^  Llantarnam. 

(iii)  Rivers  and  Streams 

The  pollution  of  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  area  remains 
a serious  matter  and  it  is  regretted  that  during  the  year  there 
was  little  or  no  improvement  in  the  position.  The  Afon  Llwyd, 
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Cwmnant  Brook  and  Dowlais  Brook  remain  very  heavily  polluted 
by  industrial  and  trade  wastes  and  with  the  exception  of  one  large 
firm,  who  discharge  wastes  into  the  Cwmnant  Brook,  little  effort 
appears  to  be  made  by  the  industrial  concerns  to  improve  the 
standard  of  their  effluents. 

(iv)  Refuse  Collection 

The  Council  carry  out  the  coMection  of  house  and  trade 
refuse  by  direct  labour,  using  modern  covered  specially  designed 
vehicles.  Disposal  during  the  year  was  carried  out  by  means  of 
controlled  tipping  in  the  derelict  clay  holes  at  the  rear  of  the 
Council  Offices,  Cwmbran.  Tip  attendants  are  employed  in 
spreading  and  covering  each  day’s  collection  with  surplus  soil, 
slag  and  ashes.  Germicidal  tip  dressings  are  used  extensively. 
An  area  of  approximately  lo  acres  was  graded  and  levelled  by 
heavy  earth  moving  equipment,  preparatory  to  soiling  and 
seeding  for  use  as  playing  fields. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

During  1956,  the  Clean  Air  Act  came  into  force,  bringing 
in  new  requirements  regarding  the  emission  of  smoke. 

No  complaints  of  smoke  nuisances  were  received  during 
the  year. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employ  a full  time  rodent  operator  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act^  i949- 

The  number  of  Inspections  carried  out  was  286 
Infested  premises  treated  231 
Premises  made  structurally  rat  proof  i 
No  prosecutions  were  taken  during  the  year. 

The  numbers  are  considerably  lower  this  year  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  post  was  vacant  from  19th  March,  to  28th  May. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  OR  POOLS 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths 
or  pools  in  the  area. 

SCHOOLS 

Periodical  vlsiits  have  been  made  to  schools  and  school 
canteens  during  1956.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1956.  Detailed 
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lists  of  the  requirements  at  each  canteen  were  prepared  and 
forwarded  to  the  Monmouthshire  Education  Committee,  who 
agreed  to  carry  out  the  necessary  works. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  BAKEHOUSES 

loi  inspections  of  Registered  Factories^  Workshops  and 


Bakehouses  were  made  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  defects  found  ...  23 

Defects  remedied  ...  18 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  23 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  10 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation  ...  6 


In  each  case  Informal  Notices  were  complied  with.  No 
Statutory  action  was  found  necessary. 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTC  WITHOUT  SERIVCE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICE 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers.  ...  ...  ...  64 

UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

A — Proceedings  under  Sections  g,  10  and  16,  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  41 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  39 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  2 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  8 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  — 
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C — Proceedings  under  Section  5 Housing  Repairs  and 
Rent  Acts,  1954  : — 

(a)  Houses  made  lit  by  owners  . 3 

(b)  Houses  made  fit  by  Local  Authority  Nil 

D — Proceedings  under  .Section  1 1 of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:— 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made  ...  2 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders  ...  2 

E — Proceedings  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act^ 
1936,  and  .Sections  to  and  ii  of  the  Local  Government  (Misc. 
Prov.)  Act,  1953 

Houses  closed  ...  2 

HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 

Of  the  103  houses  in  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance 
Programme  the  occupiers  of  the  30  houses  at  Springvale  were 
rehoused  and  a Clearance  Order  was  made  and  the  individual 
unfit  houses,  Yew  Tree  Cottage^  12  Hilltop  and  Rose  Cottage 
were  demolished. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Number  of  Premises  registered  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  ...  3 

Ice  Cream  (Storage  only)  ...  15 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ...  48 

Monthly  Inspections  of  Meat  Shops,  Bakehouses,  Cafes 
and  Shops  have  been  made,  as  well  as  Licensed  Premises. 

UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  following  foodstuffs  have  been  surrendered  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  destroyed  : — 

Milk  Products  etc. 

I 

Evaporated  Milk  ...  3 tins 

Cheese  36  lb 
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Products 


Bacon  (Smoked) 

Jellied  \’eal 

11  tins 

Tongue 

2 tins 

Corned  Beef 

44  tins 

Cooked  H am 

3 tins 

Minced  Beef  & Luncheon  Meat  20  tins 

Chilled  Beef 


Fish  Products 

Crab 

Pilchards 

Lobster 

Herring 

Tuna 

Sardines 

Salmon 


I tin 
I tin 

1 tin 

2 tins 
2 tins 
2 tins 
I tin 


Tinned  Vegetables 

Carrots  •••  3 tins 

Baked  Beans  ...  7 tins 

Pickied  Cabbage  ...  i tin 

Beetroot  ...  2 tins 

Onions  ...  i tin 

Spaghetti  ...  8 tins 

Pickled  Walnut  ...  i tin 

Peas  ...  4 tins 

Tomatoes  ...  19  tins 

Tinned  Fruit 

Pineapples  ...  9 tins 

Peaches  ...  13  tins 

Pears  ...  12  tins 

Strawberries  4 tins 

Oranges  ...  2 tins 

Grapefruit  ...  4 tins 


Miscellaneous 

Lard 

.Sweetened  Flour 
Desiccated  Coconut 


2olb 
108  lb 
12  lb 
383  lb 

41  lb 
260  lb 
304  lb 

ilb 
ilb 
lib 
I lb 

I lb 

I lb 
I lb 


illb 
3ilb 
I lb 
1 lb 
ilb 
4 lb 
ilb 
4 lb 
iSilb 

811b 
^5ilb 
i3ilb 
3i  lb 

I lb 
4 lb 

96  lb 
24  lb 
300  lb 
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INSPECTION  OF  CANTEENS 

Periodical  inspections  of  works  canteens  and  enquiries  into 
methods  of  storage  of  food  have  been  made,  together  with  in- 
pection  of  foods  and  general  cleanliness  and  hygiene. 


Want  of  cleanliness 

12 

Rat  Infestation 

5 

Sanitary  Defects 

14 

Disrepair 

6 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Food  Poisoning,  Diphtheria.  There  were  no  notifications  of  either 
of  these  diseases  during  the  year. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  very  prevalent  in  the  last 
in  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  One  child  was  affected  by  this  disease  and 
was  admitted  to  hospital. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING 

THE  YEAR,  1956 


DISEASE 

CASES 

NOTI- 

FIED 

ADMITTED 

TO 

HOSP. 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

69 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

226 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) — 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

I 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

I 

I 

— 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation  These  services  are  provided  by 
the  County  Council  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  also  by  the 
general  practioners  in  the  area  and  include  combined  prophylaxis 
for  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 

362  children  completed  the  diphtheria  immunisation  course 
355  being  under  5 years  of  age,  and  7 being  aged  5 — 14  years; 
26  children _ in  addition,  received  boosting  doses. 

244  people  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox,  233  being 
children  under  15  years  of  age;  34  others  were  re  vaccinated,  30 
of  these  being  over  15  years  of  age. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1956 


NEW  CASES 
Non- 

DEATHS 

Non- 

AGE  GROUPS 
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Respiratory 
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45 — 64 
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65  and  over 

I 
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— 

— 

— 

6 

4 

I 

1 
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— 

It  will  be 

seen 

from 

the  table 

that  ten 

new 

cases 

of 

respiratory  tuberculosis  and  one  of  non-respiratory  were  notified 
during  the  year.  There  were  also  four  respiratory  and  one  non- 
respiratory  inward  transfers  from  other  areas. 

One  death  in  the  upper  age  group  was  attributed  to  this 
disease. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

A survey  of  the  general  population  was  made  by  the  Mobile 
X-Ray  Unit  attending  at  the  Drill  Hall  for  three  days  in 
November.  Sessions  were  held  morning,  afternoon  and  evening^ 
each  day.  recalls  being  dealt  with  on  a further  day. 

A disappointing  overall  number  of  people  presented  them- 
selves for  examination  — only  861  ; 382  males  and  479  females 
This  was  an  even  poorer  response  than  in  1954,  when  1,045  people 
attended. 
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However^  as  a result  of  the  survey,  4 cases  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis  were  detected — three  males  and  one  female,  and  treat- 
ment was  instituted  forthwith  to  the  benefit  of  the  patients  in 
particular  and  of  the  community  in  general. 

While  it  is  true  that  several  of  the  local  factories  are  visited 
regularly  by  the  unit,  when  most  of  the  workers  are  examined, 
yet  there  is  undoubtedly  too  much  apathy  in  the  general  public 
to  the  benefits  of  this  service. 

HOUSING 

Temporary  Permanent 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  owned 
by  Local  Authority  at  31st  December, 

1956  ...  ...  ...  200  1475 

Number  of  Local  Authority  Dwellings 
in  course  of  erection  at  31st  December, 

1956  ...  ...  ...  — 21 

Number  of  houses  for  which  sanction 
had  been  given  but  which  had  not  been 

commenced  at  December  3ist^  1956  — — 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NEW  SEPARATE  DWELLINGS 
COMPLETED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

By  Local  Authority  ...  159 

By  Private  Enterprise  and  Housing 

Association  ...  10 

By  Development  Corporation  ...  319 

Total  ...  578 


Cwmbran  Development  Corporation 


Under  Construction  31/12/56 

Houses — I bedroom 

— 

2 bedroom 

14 

3 bedroom 

88 

4 bedroom 

1 1 

Flats — I bedroom 
2 bedroom 


I 

4 


”3 


Housing  (cont.) 


Shops 


Total  ...  ii8 

Total  number  of  dwellings 
completed  at  31/12/56 

Houses  ...  1352 

Flats  ...  77 

1429 

Shops  ...  14 

The  Council  provided  159  dwellings  during  the  twelve 
months  under  review,  compared  with  86  during  the  previous  year. 
Of  the  number  completed  29  were  of  traditional  brickwork  con- 
struction, built  by  the  Council’s  Direct  Labour  Organisation  and 
130  w’ere  of  the  non-trad'itional  Easiform  construction.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  wereiin  addition  21  houses  in  the  course  of 
erection.  The  accommodation  provided  mainly  two  bedroom,  two 
storey  houses,  although  at  Maendy  Site,  in  the  Llanfrechfa  Ward, 
58  three  bedroom  houses  were  built.  A number  of  these  houses 
were  used  to  accommodate  families  who  formerly  occupied 
cottages  in  Springvale  which  were  condemned  and  demolished 
during  the  year.  There  still  appears  to  be  a considerable  demand 
for  single  bedroom  flats  which  provide  accommodation  for  young 
married  couples  and  there  is  a need  for  bungalows  of  the  single 
or  two  bedroom  type  for  elderly  people. 

The  scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  Court  Farm  Estate 
was  commenced  during  the  year  and  some  of  the  war-time  hutted 
accommodation  has  been  demolished  and  removed,  providing  sites 
for  new  permanent  two  bedroom  houses,  built  in  brick  construction 
The  Council  propose  to  continue  with  their  programme  of  re- 
constuction  and  a scheme  for  40  three  bedroom  houses  has  been 
approved  during  the  year. 

Plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  development  of  a new 
site  at  Penywmun  and  wmrk  on  the  approach  road  w’as  commenced 
during  the  year. 

The  layout  plans  for  the  construction  of  40  houses  on  the 
Lightwood  site  were  approved  during  the  year  but  these  cannot 
be  implemented  until  the  Cwmnant  Brook  which  runs  through  the 
site  has  been  culverted. 


Increas6d  regard  is  being  paid  to  the  cost  of  maintaining 
the  Council’s  Housing  Schemes  and  an  attempt  is  being  made  to 
utilize  materials  and  fittings  which  need  little  repair  or  decorative 
treatment  in  subsequent  years,  providing  they  ha\e  been  looked 
after  with  reasonable  care  by  the  tenants. 


The  Council  continue  to  maintain  a high  standard  of 
external  appearances  and  amenities  on  their  housing  estates  by 
a pleasing  variety  of  external  finishes  to  the  houses  and  the  pre- 
servation and  planting  of  trees. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Officers  of  the  Council  and  others 
who  have  provided  me  with  material  for  this  report. 


1 am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EVELYN  D.  OWEN 
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